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ness that the German towns refused to render them
justice within their dominions; that they had even
laid violent hands upon such of their compatriots as
were occupied in fishing in Ireland; and that they
had, in the days of Christian II., harassed their
navigation in the Baltic.

During the hostilities between Francis I. and
Henry VIII. the mutual recriminations diminished.
The German Empire supported the English king, and
the League had one more opportunity of playing the
old game that had so often turned to its advantage.
Solicited by both parties to lend its support, it played
off one against the other; and insisting upon the
neutrality of its members, traded freely and ad-
vantageously with both combatants.

It is quite certain that, notwithstanding some vexa-
tions and disputes, King Henry VIII. of England
remained until his death the staunch friend of the
Hansa, as well as of the Low German towns that
formed part of the Smalkaldic League.

The reign of his young son and successor was to
witness the first serious shock to the Hansa's power.
This boy, who ascended the throne at the early age
of ten years, confirmed all the Hanseatic privileges
on his accession. Destined to give some rude blows
to the confederation, he conformed in the first years
of his reign to the ways of his ancestors. One incident
is worth mentioning in order to illustrate the immense
influence which the Hansa had gained in England.
It was the rule, contracted years ago, that the name
of the Hansa should figure in all treaties between
England and France.